CHAPTER XVI
NAVIES, ARMIES, AND FOREIGN
POLICIES
IN the fifteenth century the feudal * system 5 decayed.
Instead of being a consequence of land-holding the
bearing of arms became a career; soldiering became a
profession. From the sixteenth until well on into the
nineteenth century the ordinary citizen did not take part
in wars; these were conducted by wage-earners, who
spent their whole lives in the business. The soldiers of
the eighteenth century were, almost without exception,
long-service men. If, for reasons of economy, they were
discharged from the Army of one state, they made no
scruple about accepting employment in the Army of
another state. In war-time when the professional armies of
one side were beaten the war ended. In 1792 the French
Revolutionary Government, beset by the armies ofc Old
Europe,* invented the levte en masse, and threw the whole
citizenry into the war. This system, however, universal
compulsory military service, was not established or
generally adopted in Europe before 1870, and even then
by no means completely in any country.
After 1815 throughout the rest of the nineteenth cen-
tury and down to 1914 Europe was at peace. Now and
then there was a war, brief in duration of time, absolutely
localized in one district or one country. The European
peoples lived all the time without general international
tension. Not until 1920 and the following twenty years
was there general and continuous international tension in
Europe, the result of the shock given to society by the
World War, and of the strains left behind it by the War.
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